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S E C T I O N 1
1. As you read Steinbeck' s opening description of the river water forming a dark pool with "recumbent limbs" of sycamore trees arching over it, what feeling do you get? Tell or draw the image that you have in your mind that produces this feeling.
2. Re-read this introductory scene, paying particular attention to the details of Lennie' s facial expressions, body movements, and actions. How do they contrast to George' s? Write a letter giving your opinion of each man. Imagine that after seeing Of Mice and Men performed as a play, two men are in an argument. One of the men is a "determinist." He believes that humans simply react to events; their choices are determined by forces beyond their control. For instance, Crooks can do nothing to control the racism that has created his alienation and pain. The other man is a religious man who insists that humans are given free will and have to account for their reactions. Do you think the reactions of Curley, Curley' s wife, and Crooks are determined by forces beyond their control, or could they have chosen not to lash out at others in spite of their painful circumstances? What would you say to the determinist and to the believer in free will? As part of your remarks, include examples from your experience of the human reaction to rejection and humiliation in dialogue form.
